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  Samletter 181 

 

Join us on Thursday, March 7, 2019, our regular meeting will include a 
workshop by Joe Festa on Ropes. 

Following the workshop, we will open the stage to others to perform in our “No 
Judgment Zone”, so bring something to share. 

Society of American Magicians Assembly 181 of Hightstown meets the first 
Thursday of every month, September thru June at the First United Methodist 
Church, 187 Stockton Street, Hightstown, NJ 08520. Doors open at 7:00 PM. 
Workshops start at 7:30 PM. 
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From the President 

"Teamwork makes the dream work" 
Bang Gae 

How true that statement is.  It is so gratifying to see 
one success after another when it comes to magic in 
Hightstown.  After the elation of reaching what once 
was thought an impossible goal, SAM 181 recruited its 
53rd member last month. On the heels of that success, 
the newly formed family entertainment group, the 
Association of Children's Entertainers (ACE) had a 
stellar turn out at its last meeting.  A whopping 25 
attendees showed up for this newly formed magic club. 

Those who are fairly new to SAM 181 cannot grasp the magnitude of this 
growth.  When I first joined SAM 181 a big turnout was when a half dozen 
people showed up.  However hard work, structure, perseverance, and a 
vision paved the way to ever-increasing numbers.   Using the template of 
SAM 181, the ACE was created.  Just months old, the ACE was formed to fill 
the void left by the now-defunct KIDabra organization.  The start was slow, 
8 to 10 on average attending.  Not a bad start for a new club, but not 
enough diversity to sustain continued meetings.  But sure as shootin' the 
word got out and more performers came. 

The ACE meets the last Thursday of every month in the same room as SAM 
181.  The start time is the same and the format is similar.  For those 
interested in family entertainment and you have not already come to see 
what it is about, give it a try.  Be forewarned, there are no card, coin or 
mental tricks unless it is geared for young minds.   So what is considered 
family entertainment?  If you do: 

Kid's Magic, Puppetry, Storytelling, Ventriloquism, Clowning, Face Painting, 
Balloon Tying, Origami, Bubbles or anything else that a child would like 
If your show includes anything above you might like to share with like-
minded performers and give ACE a chance. 
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Close-Up and Personal Video Interview with Rich Hurley 

Rich Hurley is an accomplished sleight of hand 
magician and a successful sales executive for 
Freeman Audio Visual Solutions, the nations’ leading 
supplier of audiovisual solutions to the meetings and 
trade show industry. Rich’s natural sales ability and 
his genuine interest in people comes through in all 
his performances. The result is entertaining and 

hilarious fun. 

Rich is a member of the Academy of Magical Arts and Sciences (Hollywood 
Magic Castle) was a student of Dean Dill, one of the most well known and 
highly regarded names in the inner circle of magic. 

This is the second interview by Mitch Geier, in the S.A.M. Assembly 181 
series of Close-Up and Personal Interviews with members of the magic 
community. 

Sit back and enjoy this 55-minute interview with Rich Hurley without 
commercial interruption at https://vimeo.com/312796659 

All of our videos will be posted on the S.A.M. Assembly 181 Vimeo channel 
at https://vimeo.com/magicsam181  

https://vimeo.com/312796659
https://vimeo.com/magicsam181
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THE DORK OF DECEPTION 

We started 2019 with Robert Francis, the 
Dork of Deception, presenting a workshop 
on the classics of magic.  The Dork has 
been honing his skills for 12 years on the 
Asbury Park boardwalk.  He was motivated 
to try street performing after watching a 
performer on a different Jersey boardwalk 
and he decided to find himself a spot.  In 
his first year, Rob basically worked for gas 
money.  Since then, and with his friend 
Chris Capehart as a mentor, Rob has 
developed his own formula for success and 
that has turned his street performing into a 

successful enterprise. 

The cups and balls is certainly a classic of magic having been performed for 
thousands of years.  The Romans called it “acetabula et calculi” when they 
did their vinegar cups and stone routines.  It is believed that Houdini once 
said, "I consider no man to be a magician unless he can perform the cups 
and balls.".  When considering how to improve your cup and ball routine, it 
is what comes out at the end, the final load, that differentiates your routine 
from other magicians says Rob. 

The egg bag is Rob’s favorite effect because it 
can be performed in any venue. It has no bad 
angles and can be perform close-up or from a 
stage, it’s the perfect effect.  Rob finished his 
workshop by demonstrating his work on the 
second deal, including several applications for 
this technique. 

After the workshop, the stage was turned over 
to the performers who brought something to 
show.  Reba, who I did not know was such a 
manipulator, showed Diminishing Cards and 
her one-hand cut to four ace production. 
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Magic Mitch performed two card classics. First, with Simon Aronson Shuffle-
Bored which builds up suspense through a series of impossible predictions.  
Then, Woody Aragon's "How to find your other half” or “Love Ritual”, which 
allowed the whole audience to participate and progressively discards small 
pack of torn cards, leaving each of us with matching halves. 

Finishing the night, Joe Festa performed his Odd and Even card effect.  The 
last effect was a smooth Needle Thru Balloon by Conrad Colon.  Amazing 
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Psycho Path - Magic for the Mentalist 

What would you get if you took the "Any Card 
at Any Number" plot, and a calendar with a 
different word written in for every day of the 
year, put them in a blender and mix them up?  
Well, you would get Spellendar by Phill Smith.  
Spellendar is an offbeat, somewhat procedural 

and impossible to re-engineer magic trick that takes the coincidence plot to 
a new level. 

The mentalist places a deck of cards in a closed case on the table.  He then 
hands a spectator a calendar that has a word written in for every day of the 
year.  They think of a month and choose a word from one of the days. The 
performer then takes out a second deck and shuffle cards into three piles.  
The top cards are shown to another spectator and they mentally choose one.   
After both decisions are made, the original untouched deck is opened and 
the mentalist spells out the value and suit for the chosen card, then counts 
to the month chosen and counts more to the day chosen.  The last card not 
only has the word that was originally chosen from the calendar but also 
matches the suit and value of the chosen card. 

The effect is a great coincidence effect and it took Phill Smith eons to figure 
this all out.  Obviously, there is a method.  The choice of words is actually 
limited and the choice of cards are as well.  Practically self-working it does 
require the performer to have the ability to do a slip cut force, which is very 
basic.  The second deck in play is an ordinary deck so you may want to close 
with this one.  The trick is not cheap, in the box you get a pre-printed 
calendar and a pre-printed deck of cards as well as a video link for 
instructions.  You provide the second deck. Although it is very well thought 
out, the gimmicked deck provided is a dollar store type quality.  It would 
have been nice to have matching decks of contrasting color. Also, although 
nicely printed, I would get a real day planner and hand write the words in.  
The pre-printed diary although convenient, screams magic trick.  If you are 
looking for an ACAAN trick and did not want to bother with memorized 
decks, counting and moving cards, etc., consider Spellendar by Phill Smith. 

To watch a trailer on Spellendar click here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NwLsopUDhqQ  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NwLsopUDhqQ
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Tricks are for Kids - Magic for the children's performer 

The Okito Doll has been performed for 
decades.  It typically looks like a 
stickman style doll made of straw and 
when placed on the performers’ hand it 
slowly rises by itself.  The performance 
of this routine is normally relegated to 
Halloween performances or Bizarre 
Magick performances being deemed 
too scary for children.  The workings of 

such are based on the rising pencil. It is a shame that such a powerful piece 
is cast aside because of the fear factor it creates. 

World-renowned performer Bond Lee of Magiclism must have felt the same 
way so he released Gingerbread Man a cute, nonthreatening Okito Doll 
routine for children.  Gingerbread Man is a colorful foam ginger bread man.  
It stands about 3.5" tall and is lovely to look at and hold.  The foam doll in 
extremely well made and lends itself to numerous types of performances.  
Themes such as holidays, love, friendship and even baking can be explored 
with this little prop. 

The prop is sent in a beautiful little cardboard case which you would see in 
just about any card store.  It has a picture of the gingerbread man on it and 
is designed as a St. Valentines gift.    Unfortunately, the video link does not 
work so you would have to write your own script or performance piece.  The 
music on their trailer is beautiful and would be perfect in a performance. 

You would have to decide if Gingerbread Man is right for you.  Due to the 
nature of its workings, you may not have the physiology or the mental 
attitude to perform this.  In a roundabout way, if you are squeamish at the 
thought of getting an injection from the doctor, this trick is not for you. 

To watch the trailer for Gingerbread Man click below: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H0zZV6rxhkE 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H0zZV6rxhkE
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Do you believe in magic? - Magic for the general magician  

The illustrious Jeff McBride has 
always contended that as 
magicians we should always be 
ready to perform.  This is 
based on the simple fact that if 
we pose to be magicians, 
magic should emanate from us 
any time and any place.  If you 
had read this newsletter for 
any length of time, you would 

already know that I share that philosophy.  Not that we should be a serial 
performer imposing ourselves on others whether they want it or not, but we 
should be prepared if the occasion arises.   

I personally do not like carrying around a bunch of props in my pocket in 
case such an event should arise. However, should I carry magic props, I 
would like them to be as small and lightweight as possible.  Not much can be 
smaller, flatter and light as a couple of safety pins.  Pincredible by Mr. Pearl 
is a fantastic take on the classic linking safety pins plot.  The linking safety 
pin plot has been performed by great magicians such as Slydini, Rocco 
Silano, Jerry Andros, Jay Sankey, Bob Sheets, Dan Garret, and Gaeton 
Bloom.  

Pincredible is a well thought out routine with ordinary safety pins.  The 
methodology used in Pincredible is not new and has been used by many 
others before him.  What Mr. Pearl did was to assemble an attractive, 
flowing routine with justifications for every move.  What you get are two 
attractive ordinary safety pins.  To say they are nice enough to wear as a 
piece of jewelry on your suit or blouse is not a stretch.  The pins, however, 
are only 2 ⅜" long which may be a bit small for larger hands.  If you choose 
to use larger safety pins this is not a problem.  He teaches you how to 
prepare the pins for use in the routine.  The video download is in Korean 
with English subtitles.  This is not a problem as it is very clear to what he is 
doing.   

To watch the trailer on Pincredible click below: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YpzcDabE4W8  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YpzcDabE4W8
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SAM 181 Media Review 

If you were to go to the movies you would 
expect a decently made film since there are 
unstated expectations from the audience.  Not 
so for magic videos.   There are magic videos 
numbering in the thousands of which the 
production value ranges from unbelievably poor 
to studio quality.  The issue is that there is no 
standard for the production of magic training 
videos.  Luis De Matos, Portugal's version of 
David Copperfield, must have sensed a need for 
a video series that not only featured well-known 
magicians but also would have a consistent look 

and feel throughout the set. 

The Essential Magic Collection consists of 15 video albums of different 
magicians.  The production quality is consistent throughout.  The album cases 
all match, the box design, and DVD compartments all match each other in 
construction.  There are always four DVDs to each set.  The formatting of the 
presentation is consistent throughout as well.  There is always the 
performance show, the interview and then followed by the explanations.  
Each disc ends with an interview where you get to know the performer and it 
always filmed the same way.   

So why is this a big deal?  It's a big deal because the consumers, namely us, 
know what they will be getting for their money.  If they liked the first set 
they bought, they already know what the others will offer.  I'm proof of this 
myself.  Although I do not have time to watch all the videos I have already, 
whenever one of these EMC sets go on sale, I purchase it.  I know that when 
eventually I get to watch it I will not be disappointed.  Since Luis De Matos is 
from Portugal it is not surprising he started featuring the magicians from the 
Spanish Magic School.  Eventually, he broadened his scope and featured 
American and European magicians.  The list is as follows, Woody Aragon, 
Dani DaOrtiz (2 albums), Juan Luis Rubiales, Miguel Angel Gea, Miguel Puga, 
Lennart Green, Joshua Jay, David Williamson, Bernard Billis, Finn Jonn, Rene 
Lavand, Max Maven, Paul Daniels and himself Luis De Matos. 
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The Essential Magic Collection is a beautiful array of work that sets the 
standard for what magic videos should be.  See for yourself what a beautiful 
production these albums are.  As a side note, the individual “singles” are 
available as well and are just as finely produced as the albums.   

To view the collection click below: 

http://essentialmagiccollection.com/ 

 

 

   SAM 181 President  Stephan Sloan   
        stephansloan10@gmail.com 

SAM 181 Vice President  David Zboray   
     dzboray@aol.com 
 
SAM 181 Treasurer  Dennis Thomas   

      DennisG514@aol.com 

SAM 181 Secretary  Mitch Geier    
      mg@cecg.com 

   Contact SAM 181   info@magicsam181.com 

Visit us on our Facebook page at http://www.facebook.com/magicsam181 or 
our website http://www.magicsam181.com/  
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http://www.magicsam181.com/
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Magic Calendar 
 THUR 

MAR 7 
S.A.M. Assembly 181 meeting and workshop on Thursday, March 7, 
2019, at the First United Methodist Church 187 Stockton Street, 
Hightstown, NJ 08520.  Doors open at 7:00, Workshop at 7:30 PM.  
http://magicsam181.com 

 MON 
MAR 11 

S.A.M. Assembly 161 meets on the second Monday of each month at the 
Stoney Brook Grille, 1285 Easton Turnpike in Branchburg, NJ 08876. 
March 11, 2019.. 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SAM161CALENDAR/about/ 

 MON 
MAR 11 

I.B.M Ring 6, The Delaware Valley Conjurers Club regularly meets every 
2nd Monday, with a meeting on Monday, March 11, 2019, at the 
Hancock United Methodist Church, 542 Wesley Road, Springfield, PA. 

 THU  
MAR 14 

Delaware Knights of Magic meeting is on Thursday, March 14, 2019, a 
Cokesbury Village, 726 Loveville Rd, Hockessin, DE 19707 at 7:30 PM 

 SUN 
MAR 17 

Jeff Dunham’s Passively Aggressive tour will be at the Cure Insurance Arena on 
Sunday, March 17, 2019, at 3 PM.  https://www.jeffdunham.com/tours/ 

 TUES 
MAR 19 

I.B.M. Ring 200 meets on Tuesday, March 19, 2019, 7:00 PM (Doors open 
at 6:30 PM) at the Thomas Jefferson Middle School in Edison, New 
Jersey. 

 THUR 
MAR 21 

S.A.M. Assembly 4 will be meeting on Thursday, March 21, 2019, at the 
Polish Home, 9150 Academy Road, Philadelphia, PA 19114, doors open at 
6:30 PM. 

 THUR 
MAR 28 

The Association of Children's Entertainers is meeting on Thursday, 
March 28, 2019, at the United Methodist Church, 187 Stockton Street, 
Hightstown, NJ 08520. Doors open at 7:00 PM. Meetings start at 7:30 
PM. 

 THUR  
APR 4 

S.A.M. Assembly 181 meeting and on Thursday, April 4, 2019, at the First 
United Methodist Church, 187 Stockton Street, Hightstown, NJ 08520.  
Doors open at 7:00, Workshop at 7:30 PM.  http://magicsam181.com 

Visit the Magic Calendar on our SAM 181 website at http://magicsam181.com/?page_id=95 

http://magicsam181.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SAM161CALENDAR/about/
https://www.jeffdunham.com/tours/
http://magicsam181.com/
http://magicsam181.com/?page_id=95


Hosted by:
Adath Israel Congregation &

The Arlene Sharlin Memorial Scholarship Fund 

The Amazing 
Randy

Jay 
The Magician

Abracadabra!
a Family magic show

 members of society of American magicians 

assembly 181

Presented by

Sunday, March 31st - 1:00 pm
1958 Lawrenceville Rd. (Rte 206)

Lawrenceville, NJ
$12 Adult / $8 Child / 3 yrs. and younger free

Tickets for Show and Raffle will be sold at the door

Silly RebaGeorge Hann

Magic MikeThe Dork 
of Deception


